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4.6.4 Bus Depot

ISIS will as part of the development create the shell of a 

new bus garage for the tenants, Metroline. This will include 

new offices, a 6 bay maintenance facility, hard standing for 

parking, bus wash and re fuelling facility. Metroline will fit 

out the interior of these new premises for their occupation. 

A new long lease will be granted to ensure the future of this 

site for transport uses.

The drawing to the right indicates how a temporary bus 

depot can be accommodated on the BLW site during the 

construction of the new depot. Potential location of Temporary Bus Garage (redline on plan)

Illustrative South Elevation of proposed bus depot
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Illustrative Plan of new bus depot
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4.7 Access

In which we describe the access to and 
within the site for vehicles, cycles and 
pedestrians

4.7.1 Access Strategy

The scheme is designed to be a pedestrian friendly, 

walkable neighbourhood that is well linked to the 

surrounding areas. It is important that the scheme does not 

become a deserted residential enclave so that the mix of 

uses, the pedestrian links and the access strategy for the 

residential blocks are all designed to generate activity. 

The towpath is a key pedestrian route. This is already busy 

with people walking and cycling despite the fact that the 

section under the overhanging sheds is not very inviting. 

The aim is to increase activity along the towpath to create 

a lively waterfront and a market for leisure uses in the 

commercial hub. 

We have also explored ways of linking the site into the 

surrounding area. It is not possible to create a link to the 

Brentford End neighbourhood to the east, however we 

are proposing a new footbridge across the canal to the 

Robin Grove park. This will provide a more direct link to 

the station and to the Butts and will completely change 

the pedestrian permeability of the area. It will allow people 

on the site a much quicker route to the station and attract 

people from the eastern side of the canal to the facilities on 

the site.

The bridge will be subject to an architectural competition 

and will be designed as a landmark for the scheme.  

The access strategy for the site is to take vehicle access 

directly from Commerce Road with access to the semi 

basement car parks taken from the frontages. The photo 

above from Hammarby illustrates how this can be acheived 

without having an adverse effect on the street frontage. 

The remainder of the site will be pedestrian priority and 

the spaces will be enlivened by the access points to the 

buildings and courtyards. 

All of the stairwells for the apartments and access to all 

of the town houses will be open onto the streets. This will 

ensure that the residential accommodation faces onto the 

streets which will be used as the main point of access. 

All areas of the masterplan are accessible by wheel chair. 

Disabled access to the courtyards is achieved through the 

service cores of the blocks. 2 of the 4 routes down to the 

tow path are also suitable for a wheelchair user.

An example of a Neighbourhood Street in Sweden

Example of vehicle entrance into block, Hammarby, Stockholm
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7 River Aire Footbridge 

Spatial Categorisation

1 main street 
2 side streets
3 neighbourhood street 
4 tow path
5 watergates 
6 canal square
7 communal courtyards

[Please note this is explained in more detail in the 
Public Realm section]

Examples of pestrian bridges

Example of vehicle entrance into block, Hammarby, Stockholm


