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Study tour 

 

COPENHAGEN 

 

01 - 02 November 2012  

 

BRIEFING DIGEST 

 

 

This visit has been organised to enable engineers and 

planners working in West London to see what 

Copenhagen has achieved, and to discover how elements 

can be replicated. Over the past couple of decades 

Copenhagen has not only won awards as one of Europe’s 

greenest cities by reducing carbon emissions, but also is 

classed as one of the most attractive to visit. Much of the 

appeal stems from work by the City Council to make the 

streets safe and attractive to walk and cycle. These apply 

many of the ideas put forward by Jan Gehl, Professor of 

Urban Design, whose consultancy practice is based in the 

City, such as treating a street as if you were a guest at a 

party.  Cycling now accounts for 37% of trips to work in the 

city, and the goal is to raise that to 50%.  Many residents 

own a number of bikes, which they use to reach the train, 

and trains and offices are designed to make cycling easy. 

 

In preparation for the visit the attached papers include: 

1. A programme and maps for where we are going; 

2. A short profile of Copenhagen from the TEN 

Group’s study tour there, including a description of 

Orestad from the same report 

3. Extracts from a presentation given by Klaus Grimar 

to a conference in London earlier this year. 

4. A Guardian article on making London’s streets safe 
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    THE CONTEXT 

 

Delegates represent the six boroughs pictured on the 

left. The focus will be on applicable lessons.  Is what 

Copenhagen has done feasible for West London and 

what lessons in particular can be put into practice?  

These questions will be considered.   
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DELEGATE LIST 

 

1. Nick O’Donnell | Assistant Director - Strategic Transport | London Borough of Ealing  

2. Colin McKenzie | Transport Planner (Cycling Infrastructure) | London Borough of Ealing 

3. Gregory Callaghan | Partner | Peter Brett’s Associates 

4. Tom Sharland | Project Officer |London Borough of Hounslow 

5. Kieran Taylor | Transports Projects Officer - Biking Borough | London Borough of Hounslow 

6. Simon Franklin | Transportation & Road Safety Manager | Hammersmith and Fulham 

7. David Jowsey| Principal Transport Planner | London Borough of Brent 

8. Bob Castelijn | Senior Transport Planner |London Borough of Hillingdon 

9. Tim Forrester | Principal Co-ordinator | WESTtrans 

10. Robin Buckle |Head of Urban Design | Transport for London 

11. Nicholas Falk | Founding Director | URBED  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Note Nicholas Falk will be your group leader, if at any point you get lost or need to make 

contact, he will have his mobile on him +44 (0) 7811266538 
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THURSDAY 1
st
 NOVEMBER PROGRAMME  

 

09.55  Flight departs London Heathrow Airport 

12.50      Arrive at Copenhagen Airport 

Head towards Metro station located at Terminal 3 (close to the airline check-in 

counters). At the Metro Nicholas will purchase Metro tickets for the group.  (10 x single 

journey tickets  zone 1-3) 

 

13.13 Get Metro 2.  You will be travelling from Lufthaven airport to Kongens Nytorv (8 stops 

along the yellow line – Metro 2) 

 

 

                                                                                                   Above:    A = Metro | B = Hotel 

13.30  Arrive Kongens Nytorv Metro Station (A) and walk to Hotel Twenty Seven (B) 

Longangstraede 27, Copenhagen, 1468 |D +45 7027 5627 (13 minutes) 
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13.43 Check-in to Hotel (A) and pick up hire bikes from Hotel reception 

 

 Quick LUNCH (in Hotel or café en-route to next appointment) 

 

14.30 Be at the Danish Cycling Embassy at Rømersgade 5-7 (B) to meet Mai-Britt Kristensen.  

D. +45 40 70 83 77 | M +45 40 70 83 77 (5 minutes cycle from Hotel) 

 
Above: A = Hotel | B = Cycling Embassy | C = Dinner 

 

17.00  Farewell Mai-Britt Kristensen.   

 

 Free time to explore Copenhagen (some suggestions of attractions are on page 9) 

 

19.30  Meet at Dinner (C) – canal side restaurant CAP HORN. Nyhavn 21, 1051 København K.  

Phone Jeanette if any problems +45 33 12 85 04 
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FRIDAY 2
nd

 NOVEMBER PROGRAMME  

 

08:40  Meet in hotel lobby and check out (A). You may wish to leave some bags with the Hotel as 

you will be returning to drop bikes off later in the day.   

 

Cycle to the Traffic Department, Islands Brygge 37, 2300 Copenhagen S (B) to meet Klaus 

Grimar | Transport Project Manager |City Council in Copenhagen | +45 3366 3332 

 
                                       Above: A = Hotel | B = Traffic Department | C = Jan Gehls office 

 

09:00   Bicycle planning in Copenhagen by Tim Strange Jensen 

09.30   Status of work with Cycle Superhighway in Copenhagen by Jens Toudal Jessen 

09:40   Cycle Superhighway in Hounslow  

10.00   Break 

10.15   Traffic safety and bicycle by Anne Eriksen 

10.45   Schoolchildren and cycling by Johan Heichelmann 

11.15   Noerrebrogade project by Klaus Grimar 

12.00   Morning session ends 
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12.15 Cycle from traffic department to (B) to Jan Gehls offices (C) (Gl. Kongevej 1, 4 | DK-

1610 Copenhagen) for talk on Copenhagen 

13.00  Meet Allison Dutoit | Architect, BFA, M.Arch |Head of Studio | Jan Gehls |  

Mob. +45 51 44 15 09  

 

LUNCH at studio 

 

Talk and presentation at Jan Gehls office 

 

15.00  Cycle to points of interest provided to you by Alison Dutoit 

 

16.30   Drop hire bikes back at Hotel 

 

17.30  Metro M1 Green line from Kongens Nytorv to new town of Orestad.  Purchase 10 x 

single ticket (zone 1-3).   

 

18.00 Leave Orestad on the national rail OR1354 departing from platform 1 towards 

Københavns Lufthavn, Kastrup st (2 stops to airport)   

   

18.15  Arrive at Airport 

 

  Check in and DINNER at airport 

 

20.05  Flight leaves CPN  

 

21.10  Flight arrives LON Heathrow 
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POINTS OF INTEREST 

 

 

A  Green cycle route on the old fortress  

B   Islands Brygge (Havneparken = Harbour Park): Pedestrianised park area at the waterfront. Also good cycle tracks for 

cyclists. 

C  Bryggebroen = Brew Bridge: Walking an cycle bridge over the harbour. The Brew Ramp is surpose to be build from the 

Brew bridge to the Kalvebod Brygge bridge – they might be working on it when you are there.  

D  Halmtorvet / Sonder Boulevard: Good cycle tracks in both sides of the road with a pedestrianised park area in the middle 

of the road. 

E  Cycle parking at the central station. There is huge problems with too many bikes and not enough cycleparking. 

Cycleparking in ”wheel-benders” is not a problem when there are enough bikes. 

F   Cycle tracks all the way around the lakes of Copenhagen. One of the most popular area for running, walking and cycling. 

G   The first Cycle Superhighway in Copenhagen, The Albertslund route. See the features at their homepage. One of the best 

cycleroutes in Copenhagen. It is 17.5 km long, but you must at least cycle from Vesterport station to the road; ”Nordre 

Fasanvej”. 

H   Town Hall / H. C. Andersens Boulevard: 1) Take a look at the signals for cyclists, 2) There is work going on making the 

new circle metro, but the municipality do their best to give cyclists good conditions while it is going on, 3) Pedestrian 

signal count down. 

I  Stroget: Pedestrianised shopping street where cars are not allowed.  
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J   Norreport station:  

K  Kongens Nytorv = The Kings New Square: Big road in copenhagen where there is good examples on bus stops and cycle 

tracks. 

 

G  The first Cycle Superhighway in Copenhagen, The Albertslund route. See the features at their homepage. One of the best 

cycleroutes in Copenhagen. It is 17.5 km long, but you must at least cycle from Vesterport station to the road; ”Nordre 

Fasanvej”. 

L  Norrebro cycle route: A green cycle and pedestrian route which is also a park area. The north part is from 2012 with the 

Red square. A visit worth! 
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M  Norrebrogade = Norrebro Street: This is the project I were telling about at the Go Dutch conference. An extreme flow of 

cyclists in to the city in the morning over ”Dronning Louises bro”  (=Queen Louises bridge). On the bridge they are 

experimentising with a fast and a slow cycle track. (Do you think it works?) Good examples on bus stops and wide cycle 

tracks. Especially the history about this street the last 10 years is interesting.  

N         Nordre Farimagsgade: An visible example of the Green wave and a speed counter for cyclists. 

O         Ostbanegade: Dual cycle track in both directions. 

P         Nordhavn = North Harbour: New urban city development 
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1. Allotments 

Around the old city walls are allotments that are not used for 
food growing but as weekend retreats. Each of the huts is an ar-
chitectural flight of fancy and the allotments also has a bar and 
theatre. The secret is that in the past they were the only places 
that you could but alcohol on a Sunday.  



2. Fleaskehal (Flesh Hall)

We were amazed by this place - just behind 
Gelh’s offices the old meat market has con-
tracted (but still operates) and all the surplus 
space has been occupied by creative indus-
tries. Not very pretty but a huge amount of 
stuff going on. 



3. Christiania

My favourite place in Copenhagen - a very long running 
squatter settlement of an old military base - it has been 
there since the 1960s and has its own high street and 
neighbourhoods. When we were last there Gelhs took 
us to a fantastic restaurant in a derelict barracks in Chris-
tiania. The entry and staircase were covered in graffiti and 
yet the restaurant was actually quite up market. 



4. Copenhagen Brewery

Massive site with a mix of old buildings that 
are being retained with a lot of new build. A 
local practice won an international competi-
tion to design the site and at the moment 
they have installed a set of meanwhile uses 
like the rope swings above and bouncy metal 
sheets to the right. There is a marketing suit 
that you can visit.



5. Torpedo Works

This is in the old navy dockyards that 
has been developed as a residential 
quarter. I wasn’t that impressed with 
the area as a whole but the conver-
sion of the old torpedo works to 
apartments was brilliant and a real 
inspiration to our work with the canal 
warehouses in Brentford. 



6. Amager Strand Park

This is something we would never have 
the nerve to do in the UK. It is a mod-
ernist beach with  grey sand and these 
incredible concrete structures that look 
like something from the war. The sky 
and sea are normally grey as well so 
the overall effect is haunting. However 
in summer it is packed with people.  



7. Island Brygge Park

This is an area of former docks that has 
been turned into a linear park - If you 
look at the Google earth image you see 
how busy it is in summer. The most in-
novative feature is a floating swimming 
pool in the harbour (below).



8. Ørestad

This is a big masterplanned area that 
includes the university and some im-
pressive modern buildings including a 
circular student block and a television 
centre by the architect Nouvel. Wasn’t 
that impressed from an urban design 
perspective but its one of the places 
that you are always taken to. 



9. Sonder Boulevard

There are a few boulevards in the city that have been massively down-
graded and turned into linear parks - this one is the Sonder Boulevard 
and we also saw one called Prags Boulevard. They include green areas, 
sports facilities and cycling space with the cars confined to a single car-
riageway. 


	Copenhagen Programme_25 October.pdf
	copenhagen.pdf

