




Sunderland City Council are in the process of drafting the 
South Sunderland Growth Area (SSGA) Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPD). Chapel Garth is one of the four 
areas identified within this document as a Location for 
Major Development. This board shows the information that 
has been provided so far by Sunderland City Council. The 
Council will be consulting further on this SPD in Dec 2015/ 
Jan 2016.
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The Core Strategy (2013), the draft new development plan 
for the city, identifies four potential Locations for Major 
Development in South Sunderland collectively known 
as the South Sunderland Growth Area (SSGA). This 
compromises the sites of Chapel Garth, Cherry Knowles, 
Land North of Burdon Lane and South Ryhope.  

•	 Chapel Garth - identified and allocated as a housing site 
in the Sunderland Unitary Development Plan (UDP). The 
site is in council ownership. 

•	 Land North of Burdon Lane –falls within a designated 
‘settlement break’ in the UDP. 

•	 Cherry Knowle - is owned by the Homes and 

A vision and a set of objectives have been produced to 
guide the development of the area to ensure the SSGA 
is developed as a new community, brought forward in a 
coordinated manner alongside supporting infrastructure 
and is a truly sustainable community. 

Vision: 
‘A new sustainable community will be created in South 
Sunderland which provides a choice of high quality homes 
in a landscaped setting, well connected to the surrounding 
area and new and existing local facilities. The natural and 
built environment will enhance the distinctive characteristics 
of this unique area which borders the Sunderland Green 
Belt and provides views across the city and coast.’

Objectives:
The following six core objectives aim to help achieve the 
vision set out above:

1.	To create a high quality built environment which makes 
the most of existing topography, landscape features, 
water courses, wildlife habitats, site orientation and 
microclimate.

2.	To create a new community with distinct architectural 
and landscape features which give the place a unique 
sense of character. 

3.	To deliver high quality executive housing and wider 
housing choices.

4.	Provide new facilities including local centres, primary 
schools and open space where the greatest number of 
new and existing residents can access them easily and 
safely.

5.	To create development which is well connected to the 
surrounding area and facilities by road, footpath, cycle 
route and public transport link.

6.	To deliver a sustainable community that cares for 
the City’s environment, makes efficient use of natural 
resources and mitigates against climate change. 

Communities Agency and will also accommodate a 
replacement health facility and a hospice (which are 
currently under construction).

•	 Land at South Ryhope - the site was allocated in the 
UDP for economic development. This allocation has 
been reviewed through the Employment Land Update 
and the draft Core Strategy now proposes the site 
be developed primarily for housing along with some 
employment uses.

A masterplan is being drafted for the SSGA.  The 
masterplan will focus on these 4 sites and provide further 
detail on the kind and amount of development that would 
be suitable for each of the sites. 

The Growth Area compromises 277 ha of land and has the 
capacity to accommodate approximately 2800-3300 new 
dwellings, approximately 20% of the city’s future housing 
need. It is anticipated that this will be built out over a 15-20 
year period.  It will also include:

•	 Key Infrastructure 

•	 Over 50 ha of greenspace 

•	 A new two form primary school 

•	 Extension of two existing schools 

•	 Wheeled play facility 

•	 Four play parks 

•	 3g pitch (artificial grass pitch) 

•	 Multi purpose playing field 

•	 Allotments 

•	 Small retail hub

•	 Extra care facility

•	 Extensive footpaths and cycleway

•	 Sections of Burdon Lane to become a multi-user route 

•	 Completion of the Ryhope Doxford Link Road

•	 Affordable Housing

•	 Family & Executive Housing

If you have any comments on the wider SSGA, these 
should be directed to Sunderland City Council’s  
Regeneration Team:
By email: Implementation@sunderland.gov.uk
By phone: 0191 561 2439
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