
URBED’s Routemaster Bus

What do you do when you want to consult in a neighbourhood that is hard to reach without sitting in the corner of a 
community centre watching the clock slowly tick? You buy an old London Routemaster bus and drive it somewhere obvious, 
turn off the engine and watch people swarm.

The bus made its debut in Rochdale for URBED’s work in the Inner Rochdale neighbourhoods, it has since gone on to do urban 
design tours of Manchester, consultations in Sheffield and a stint north of the border for Irvine Bay. The bus is now used on the 
majority of our consultation events as it acts as a large draw to the people in the area so consultation events are generally well 
received, it is also able to take the designs to the people and travel around communities and neighbourhoods.

http://www.urbed.coop/urbed-bus-tour



As part of our work with local communities we have run a number 
of bus tours around a variety of new projects within Manchester. 

The tour provides an opportunity to see different projects that track 
development from Hulme through to the present day.

The tours take place on our Routemaster Bus and are available with a 
running commentary from Charlie Baker.

If you would like to arrange a tour please email Charlie or John via 
bus@urbed.coop

Prices

Hire the Bus
The bus is available to hire for events and 
occasions
Half Day + Driver
Full Day + Driver

URBED Bus Tours
If you would like us to design a route 
specifically for your needs, a quotation is 
available on request. Please email:
bus@urbed.coop

The bus can seat up to 40 people upstairs, and 
20 people downstairs (but the view is better 
from the top deck!)

There is space for exhibition boards to be 
displayed downstairs if required.

£250 +VAT
£450 +VAT
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If you are interested on booking a tour around Manchester 
then please contact Charlie Baker at charlie@beeker.co.uk
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Example of a map we created for a commissioned tour



Walsall Wayfinding Consultation on our
          Big Red Bus !

WALSALL

Come and have your 
say on the future of 

wayfinding in 
Walsall Town Centre

Tuesday 5th July 2011
11am - 4pm 
Walsall Art Gallery Square

For further information:
Cherry Shine
Walsall Council 
01922 652537
shinec@walsall.gov.uk

Example of a poster we created for a consultation event for a project based in Walsall 
and photos from the day showing how we can accomodate exhibitions.


