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The event takes place in London onTuesday 2" November

1999, and attendance is by invitation. For further details please
contact Debra King on 0171 692 6209.

- - - 3 - Lus g
IS i ¥thn

askFaceigutad

The publication of the Ur-
ban Task Force’s report in
June is an important step in
developing a new urban
policy, which will be set out
in aWhite Paper later this
year. Dr. Nicholas Falk of
URBED reviews the report
and highlights some of the
Issues that need to be
addressed.
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A great deal depends on
whether the necessary climate of
support can be generated to
secure the radical changes needed
to ‘turn the tide’
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Allerton Bywater: Dreams of village life - Earlier this year the
SUN |Initiative was part of the Libeskind consortium which was a runner up for
the second Millennium Village near Leeds. David Rudlin explains some of the
thinking that went into the scheme

The Distant Sound of a Miracle:
City centre housing has seems set to take off in that most
suburban of cities Los Angeles.As Robert A.Jones of the
LA Times explains - if it can happen there it can happen
anywhere.

Mixed-use main streets: Managing
Traffic within a Sustainable Urban Form - High streets are
both a crucial part of the urban fabric and vital elements
of the highway network. Graham Freer and Graham Paul Smith of Oxford
Brookes University describe research into how these conflicting requirements can
be reconciled.

Could you live without your car? what we can do to
reduce our use of that most desirable of objects — the private car? Simon Birch
takes a closer look at one alternative the car share service.

Home Zones: Reducing the impact of the car in residential areas -
Homes Zones were endorsed by the Urban Task Force. Mike Biddulph explores
the origins of the idea and how it might work here.

Burglars don't understand S
defensible space: Recent research by Bill Hillier and sy .t
Simon Shu provides new evidence that permeable urban
areas can reduce crime.

Workbikes in London: The growing
use of workbikes in London is described by Andrea Casalotti
along with an update of the Autonomous Urban Block project. &

When the Urban Task Force report was launched Manchester
it was illustrated by this scheme which is being developed by
Ician — a joint venture between AMEC and Crosby Homes.The
scheme, which includes 260 residential units, is the epitome of
the high-density mixed-use development envisaged in the
report.Working with the SUN Initiative, Ician are also seeking
to incorporate state-of-the-art environmental specifications
and technology into the scheme.
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Nicholas Falk is a founding Director of URBED and is based

our London office - tel. 0171 436 8050

email n.falk@urbed.co.uk

1 Joel Garreau Edge City: Life on the new frontier - Anchor
Books - 1988

2 America transformed by siren call of sunbelt suburbs,
Guardian 3/7/99

Earlier this year the SUN Initiative was part of the Libeskind
consortium which was a runner up for the second Millen-
nium Village near Leeds. David Rudlin explains some of
the thinking that went into the scheme

WHY NEW MODELS ARE NEEDED
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Issues raised by the Task Force Report

Better buildings:There is little point
promoting the virtues of building
housing on brownfield land, if new
housing is no better than that which is
already available. The Task Force talks
about ‘Long-life, loose-fit, low-energy
buildings’, and raises the issue of
whether there should be minimum
space standards.There is a need to
spend more on the house and less on
the land and infrastructure, as other
European countries do and to use the
mortgage valuation system to
encourage better practice. Surely a
house that costs less to run should be
worth far more in the future?

Urban lifestyles: One of the main
reasons for people continuing to
desert urban areas is fear,and the poor
reputation that many urban areas have.
The Task Force talks about urban
design being used to create attractive
places, but it can take a generation to
change these perceptions. Many areas
are effectively ‘redlined’,and do not
offer enough in the way of benefits to
overcome the risks for both occupiers
and investors. Our research for the
Task Force in ButWouldYou Live There?
suggested that attitudes can be
changed through targeted marketing.
However we also need the means to

celebrate and reward success, as cities
such as Glasgow and Barcelona have
done.

Rapid transit: The environment of
urban areas is being spoilt by traffic
congestion, and public transport
generally does not present an
attractive alternative to the public car.
The Task Force proposes reducing
parking provision and improving the
alternatives, including walking and
cycling, and refers to Dutch experience
in particular. But without a means of
financing a reliable high-quality system
that matches continental standards,
those with jobs and money to spend
will continue to use their cars.This
must go hand in hand with discussions
about dense walkable neighbourhoods
if urban areas are to be revived.

The skills for the job: Neither local
authorities or private developers are
seen as having the capacity to
regenerate urban areas on their own
and various types of agency have been
tried, including Urban Development
Corporations and partnership
companies to manage Single
Regeneration Project programmes. The
Task Force call for local authorities to
take the lead, and it also recommends

THE SUSTAINABLE URBAN NEIGHBOURHOOD

the setting up of Regional Resource
Centres.Yet both planning and
architectural education are losing
popularity and there would seem to be
a case for producing a cadre of
‘urbanists’, with the kind of prestige
that MBAs have given to management
training. Their role would be to co-
ordinate efforts on the ‘front line’ and
cut across sectoral divisions.

Flexible funding: No one expects
government any longer to provide all
the funding, but someone has to tip the
balance in areas that have been
declining. The Task Force points out
that most countries (though not
intriguingly Holland) have a much
higher proportion of funding raised
locally, and are much less dependant on
a centralised private financial system.
The Task Force has accepted that fiscal
incentives are needed to encourage a
new breed of developers and also to
encourage occupiers to move into
what are currently marginal areas.
However the Treasury prefers to
maintain control over how money is
spent on a year by year basis, and has
never been convinced that urban
regeneration makes economic sense.
The Task Force is to be congratulated
for providing a range of alternatives,
drawing on work by KPMG.The
designation of Urban Priority Areas
through which efforts are to be
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focused therefore becomes a key task, and
one that the new RDAs could well take
on, to avoid wasteful competition and
duplication.

Making towns and cities work: The
second part of the Task Force report is
given over to this theme, and yet there is
very little about the future of the urban

economy, and where the jobs are going to
come from for those living in urban areas.
This was not really their job, but is crucial
to providing a sense of hope and purpose
to those who have seen the erosion of
the traditional economic base.Transitory
call centres and IT training programmes
are not enough.Yet the job of rebuilding
our cities could, if properly organised,
provide the necessary economic boost (as
for example it did to Athens and
Barcelona). Construction can readily
employ young males, who have the
greatest difficulties getting work, and town
and city centres create plenty of service
jobs.We could re-establish some of
Britain's traditional expertise in the field
of bus and railway construction, rather
than relying largely on imports.We need
to ensure that the urban renaissance pays
off in terms of jobs and investment as well
as capital values.
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Consortium members:

Team leader - Daniel Libeskind

Developers - Alfred McAlpine Development Limited, The
Environment Trust, Home Housing Association, Urban Splash
Consultants - AllenTod - Contact architects,Alan Baxter
Associates - Engineers, URBED - Sustainability, Professor John
Shutt - Business Development, Par Gustaffson - Landscape
Architects, Bernard Williams - Cost consultants, Brian
Cheetham Partnership - Business planning
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The boom in city centre housing development has surprised
many people in the UK.The same is true in the US where down-
town housing seems set to take off in that most suburban of
cities Los Angeles.As Robert A. Jones of the LA Times explains
- if it can happen in there it can happen anywhere.

Pictures by Richard Risemberg
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Copyright 1998 Los Angeles Times.All Rights Reserved.
The photographs have been taken specially for SUN Dial.
Richard Risemberg.
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Chaotic conditions on Cowley Road, Oxford

“Main Streets

Managing Traffic within a Sustainable Urban Form

Problems with the 'TRO' Approach
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NOTES

1. Including within Central
Government guidance
PPG1 and 13

2. Snell, Catherine (1994)
Unpublished Masters thesis,
Oxford Brookes University

3. 1990-1994 figures

All towns and cities have radial roads.These have traditionally
have played the role of high streets and important roues for
traffic. They are a crucial part of the urban fabric just as they
are a vital element to the highway network.Yet too often
these requirements are in conflict and it is the highways engi-
neer who has won the day. New research by Graham Freer
and Graham Paul Smith at Oxford Brookes University
considers an alternative approach.

Shenley Road, Borehamwood

Shenley Road is Borehamwood’s main high
street. It provides an appropriate case study
because it has not been possible to bypass the
town and it therefore provides a main route
for through traffic including buses.The road
was redesigned because of the impact that high
levels of traffic were having on the accident
levels, environmental quality and economic
viability of the town.The aim of the scheme
was to control illegal parking and vehicle

Banbury Road - Summertown where the slip road
separates parking and loading from movement activity.

speeds by achieving a regular but slower flow
of traffic as a means of avoiding congestion at
peak periods.The improvements became
permanent in 1994.
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Towards a New Approach:
TRO's backed by physical measures
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What we can do to reduce our use of
that most desirable of objects — the
private car? Integrated public transport
Is a worthy aim — but is it the whole
story in a society obsessed with the
comfort and convenience of the private
car? One alternative is the car share
service. Simon Birch takes a closer
look at the Edinburgh City Car Club.
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Graham Paul Smith is senior lecturer at the Joint Centre for
Urban Design, Oxford Brookes University, Graham Freer is a
qualified Urban Designer
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Simon Birch is a freelance environmental writer.
Information and Contacts

Edinburgh City Car Club, 394, Ferry Road, Edinburgh, EH5
3QD, Tel: (0131) 453 5300

For details of future City Car Clubs within the UK,

Tel: (0181) 750 2560
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Reducing the impact of the car in residential areas

Homes Zones have
been receiving a great
deal of attention re-
cently and were en-
dorsed by the Urban
Task Force. Borrowed
from the continent the
idea is to be piloted in
nine areas over the
next three years. Mike
Biddulph explores
the origins of the idea
and how it might work
here.

Burglars don't understand

There has been a growing
conflict in recent years
between the police and the
promoters of new urbanism.
Secured by Design seems to be
based upon the sort of low
density suburban development
that the SUN Initiative has
been arguing against. While it
seems sensible that robust
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What is a Home Zone?

Arereattecroyitecesenge

aneeesoedten sestetna b

neleteyboeshpegietaten &
aToUsEELE Thedooumentsuggesiedihe qeEhes Tre Home Zone satke
pubbaessso bhedetyedfipecesirs e msaTt tenao bie
sodatoifd/otec. Te Home Traanh shaenecgHbaes
Zoe antedetesesaebree dbeighfdestoberiodl od
fimhdddganidsoatennarat coesit  raBenhpeksEadly, ad

Tre Tonardsn atioettes

UtenRerassace 4 Aessdapanshod
eidheGoan At the heart of the concept is the  teeybecaieped
merts - Uken TeskFoe desire to give certain streets wihtesen eesard
pocEstiters ot more of the qualities that would Oy SSETSI
aeh  HomeZones make them places for people, Hoclceckotet
aes.rpesedasatim rather than just spaces for cars necessapneLEr
debemertrel jureysaeposte
ahedadtte hitoepues
otegoametscommimentbasaee aody
petersdubenceeqErtFre, in A New Tre Home Zone sotrumhed
DT amoat  BBbBg yae® a dpdesisobhpoetess/d
commimentwas medeibexendng20mph ieh Hhessiso bhoregesaused
Zresavinioldghe Home Zone teanhae treptbyreet Hheeseyad)
ZreshavebeeniniodLcedterehesbeenato fomtecr o bermouegepegdconek
recLominecdlr sanda6 e o athydntitebeseab 0 H

def

syepeddiess Defre e EmEweat wadbe  uldtetzotessyab
d.odssamedoeantewagiedk Y au antigogeehat
waessgeeEsahmoepessashy. An Shis fdodontdiy bdate
tehyateomesasindesspes betSehuiroda bcesscardbrets
are W eanggodtews doafan aepan ek jtosenwheegae
qeisHa esatd deem te noeteratndard Edaesh.
hat Treea i gpteteesodge
SmonShuaddedio fowrthoes
teltEmoem The evidence all points in the aeSaaes
Hestdedbur gy : S _ : muettepesat
) same dlrt_actlon_. passers by_ help in e On
drednergun dgterrlng crime, more visible heainenpECkpRCes
emsdhovtetrg la neighbours is better than fewer, wihsomethouch
alwmbuzﬁ good visual relations to the public ~moemetadsiong
m'eddwg"“ domain is better than seclusion rexctpod
tepdeShud e (e
teconrsaboutiymissfomlodormih aetesEgaEsWBEEhdaeLp
\aydfBe DasiEt et s0e gtk moemertpoerBadien
aNew T oanHetensssedanaeanin vars. Thi sisdl cafirnedby satidticd adyds
eechonrwbhaaged pop s whhesdondt ey isessifamiurg lay
dfbes basssace hrenu d geid fomcaegenastenfamitopetsardiom
pesaloesscsho.greessoe ek Sezecslligeennt:hzaeg) redreetaten
areoEReEkEg gsinoatan W ecardtensrgyssytethach
tpeEEREO fsaid vaidiay thit s rhten bsas Theycante,



SUN DIAL 9 z = AN

urbed ¥

ubenenvioentandhepiored.cedemand the Home Zone cocgiBiEneswesey Facing page: Photographs of Woonerven in

L. . ! the Netherlands - Left Delph and Right the
bhodgueaes bedfeysarpshtereshenie? Hague. o 5'1

Tre  Home Zone conadcantegydo Frel/ferendesswiemoeamyix Below and far left: A design for a Home A G
rendessheToatEd e pmeregeandmertenestenesesion Zone by Mike Biddulph prepared as an entry - |

. i ; to the Local Government News Street Design L:_:
edgdessneetecoging e whthteyaearsiucedmeyrdibessidoL s Competition. e
e yimpEmened Home Zone sanay assamecadhgwiecpienoeired
beesetiedwhaeanumbaduiealae araaW bzhicesamts
I 4 " ) hutrerderyectpitecaig
aESeseadE srhessten1D anheypeatecgiheti s 0?2
2D\ tesapedresSessdn bleess Oasseswhareteaocepthestean
I . . o freut . I |
teaesssTeEEdDaanEEE papteseestyodhatoresite
satkd paneissansdisubn
. A
The DETR's Monitoring Programme rsadoehaetee W ean
TheDepatmertdtreErvomeat, T gt cegrestereshidraese
P —— R

rdrgoimpementhecasgiahoughiba hucksbacsshebenent

i A M
egredTHeshmoorgherew meee Home

HomeZonesit isinastadtossetle aitaia Zore ida

o P ess pares
dred ativity
addampsasehHo B
mpedonhousepies
usedtegresymEEn
Some Reflections
Quettaeaerodrsd
| -
WW&G{HEHBHE[T 1 Woonerfs were originally described in detail in Royal
ecdhﬂummtm Dutch Touring Club (1978) Woonerf: residential precinct, in
Ekistics,Vol 273, November/December, pp. 417 - 423
Yvay' OI‘tE HomeZone orEe 2 Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions
mpemenednameaninguvey (1999) Revision of Planning Policy Guidance Note 3
V\I'U.IIHCKBQH"UTH:EHHT Housing: Public Consultation Draft, London: DETR
L i 3 Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions
1cecaobr S hesecksy Beraess? (1998) Places, Streets and Movement: A companion
TreeqaiEnenteNdabrtshes guide to Design Bulletin 32 Residential roads and
arEsEiEtenee W coenvenhae Published in full in September edition of Local footpaths, London: DETR .
- ] Government News 1999 page 42-43 4 Urban Task Force (1999) Towards an Urban Renals.-
tm’rmmj’m'mhj"eegi sance:The Report of the Urban Task Force Chaired
i . - Mike Biddulph is a lecturer in the Department by Lord Rogers of Riverside, London: E F & N Spon
] o M e of City and Regional Planning at Cardiff 5 Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions
taeroesucssbmoecheedimdarat University. tel: 01222 876089 fax: 01222 8748454 (1998) A New Deal for Transport: Better for
email biddulphmj@cardiff.ac.uk Everyone, London: HMSO
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lllustration from BURGLAR BILL by
Janet & Allan Ahlberg (Heinemann/

7 Puffin, 1977) Copyright © Janet & Allan
Ahlberg, 1977 Reprinted by permission
of Penguin Books Ltd.
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Workbikes

IN LONDON

Dense urban neighbourhoods means that we can rethink
the way that goods are delivered. Andrea Casalotti
describes the growing use of workbikes in London
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Building the 215t century home:The sustainable
urban neighbourhood - David Rudlin & Nicholas Falk
Over the last three years we have been working on a
book which explores the issues behind the sustainable
urban neighbourhood. It is written in three parts.The first
charts the fall from grace of cities and how public policy,
however well intentioned, has made things worse.The
second part then looks at the forces for change which are
gathering at the turn of the millennium and how
demographic, environmental, social and economic change
will shape future settlements. Part three then describes a
vision for the Sustainable Urban Neighbourhood as a
model to reinvent towns and cities. This is not just a
physical model and chapters are devoted to the social
sustainability of neighbourhoods, to environmental urban
design and the process by which change can be bought
about.

In the book we quote Lewis Mumford when he wrote
‘if we would lay a new foundation for urban life we must
understand the historic nature of the city. It is our hope
that we do this and that the book will help to reveal some
of the deeper currents behind the froth and bubble of the
current debate over cities and urban areas.

Published by: The Architectural Press 1999
Price: £19.99

Available from: ‘All good bookshops’
ISBN: 0 7506 25287
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Zero Emissions, Real Options Ltd
TellFax + 44 (0207) 723 2409 Mobile 07712 64 85 88 email
zero@workbike.org - http://www.workbike.org/zero

For more information on the Portobello Kiosk contact either
ZERO or Kensington & Chelsea at dehhrk@rbkc.gov.uk

THE SUSTAINABLE URBAN NEIGHBOURHOOD
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New England Regeneration
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The Sustainable Urban Neighbourhood Initiative
was set up by URBED and is funded by a range
of sponsors.The Autonomous Urban Develop-
ment project is funded by BRECSU administered
by the Building Research Establishment and the
European Union's ALTENER Fund.

The SUN Project is managed from URBED's Manches-
ter office by David Rudlin, Nick Dodd and Hélene
Rudlin.Additional material on this issue of SUN Dial
has been provided by Graham Freer

The views expressed in this newsletter are
those of the authors and do not necessarily
represent those of the project's sponsors

This news sheet has been researched, written (unless otherwise
credited) and designed by URBED which is a not for profit urban
regeneration consultancy set up in 1976 to devise imaginative solutions
to the problems of regenerating run down areas. URBED's services
include consultancy, project management, urban design and economic
development. The SUN Initiative further develops URBED's involvement
in housing development and continues the work of the 21st Century
homes project.
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Streetwise is available on subscription or by single issue c/o
ETP 9 South Road, Brighton, BN1 6SB; tel/fax 01273 542660;

email streetwise@pobox.com; website http://pobox.com/
~streetwise

Why NOT get involved?

The SUN Initiative has been established as a broadly based
network of organisations and individuals interested in the
sustainable urban development.\We do not have a membership
but if you do not normally receive this newsletter please
contact us and we will add you to our mailing list.
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PARTNERSHIPS

The Sustainable Urban | This edition of SUN Dial has
Neighbourhood Initiative | been sponsored by English
41 Old Birley Street, Hulme, | Partnerships
Manchester, M15 5RF
tel: 0161 226 5078
fax: 0161 226 7307
e mail: Sun@urbed.co.uk

web site: http://www.urbed.co.uk/sun/
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