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Introduction

In a symposium at the Building Centre on November 30 " with over 200 delegates, proposals were
formulated for taking the long road to achieving Copenhagen levels of cycling in appropriate parts of
London. The symposium was organised by the London Borough of Ealing and URBED, with support
from New London Architecture, and was sponsored by Berkeley First, the Danish Embassy, Peter
Brett Associates and JMP. This report highlights the main messages, with images from the
symposium. *

Pat Hayes, Executive Director of housing and regeneration,
Ealing Council, welcomes delegates

Visiting speakers Niels Tarslgv, City of Copenhagen
and Jeff Risom, Gehl Architects
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Delegates take up the suggestion of arrivin on bike, Delegates pack into The Building Centre conference
made easier with the help of cycle-hoop who provided the rooms proving cycling is a hot topic
parkina

! For further information and statistics on cycling in Copenhagen pleasktgegwww.cycling-embassy.dk/2012/05/10/cycle
concepts2012and also the brochure, Copenhagen city of cyclists which was handed out in the delegate pack at the symposium
http://velotraffic.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/bicycleaccount2010-copenhagen.pdf
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Presentations

Cycling is good for you

Julian Bell , Leader of Ealing Council, is a recent convert but cycled 2012 miles last year. As a result he is far
fitter (he lost a stone in weight), and gets places faster. He now wants Ealing to lead the way to making
London 6a cycling ci t yibatedimfrastructare ane ajnird rshéfts s ome de

Cycling needs to be normal

Pat Hayes, Ealingds Director of Regeneration and Housing,
order to get ordinary people to use bikes for short trips where they currently use their cars. Only 2% of trips

are by bike, largely due to fears for safety. He said cycling suits suburbs where orbital public transport is

inherently poor, and where there is often road space, provided we changed our priorities. Cycle provision is

st very patchy, despite some achievements |ike the 6
car journeys would make suburbs much more liveable by improving the public realm and calming our town

centres.

oThe Barriers: cycling is not seen as a normal travel an London the excuses are money, road space and
choice except by the cycling fraternity, fanatics and attitudes6 (I I lustration: Pat Ha
racer o. (l'lTlTustration: Pa

Cycling in the suburbs

Peter Murray , Chairman of New London Architecture centre (NLA) spoke as someone who cycles in from
Ealing almost every day, and as Hon Secretary of the Bedford Park Association. When suburbs were built
over a hundred years ago, progressive people cycled, and this helped create the good life. Today they are car
dominated. As half of all trips are under a mile, it makes sense to follow Continental examples, where bikes
are used to get to school and for daily shopping, as well as for many people getting to work or the stati on.
The whole of built-up London needs to be a 20 mph zone, and we should follow the Danish model of using
parked cars to defend cyclists against trips.



OWhen the suburbs were buil dnconsistencies make cycling unsafe such as cycle lanes
(Nustration: Peter Murray) which suddenly endd6 (I 11 ust

_| A g ‘
0A reduction in speed in the suburbs would make cycling much safer ¢ (lllustration: Peter Murray)




Copenhagenadopteda 6 cycl i sts firstd strategy

Niels Tarslgv , Director of Traffic Department for the City of Copenhagen showed how the City had turned
itself into the capital of cycling by making it normal. The density of the two cities is similar, and Denmark has a
harsher climate. Yet 37% of people get to work by bike, 50% of those living in Copenhagen, and 30,000 trips a
day are made along the busiest routes. Furthermore 28% of young families have a cargo bike.

Like London, cars had taken over from
cycling, which reached its lowest level in
1972. The oil crisis in 1980 caused a shift in
thinking, with the first cycle track installed in
1981. The city invests £18 million a year,
and this pays off, as economic studies have

roved, helping to make Copenhagen one
BY FOOT prov Ping pennag .
of the worldds favourit

why people cycle are straightforward; 88%
say it is quick and easy, 32% do it for
exercise, 29% because it is cheap, and only
9% because it is environmentally friendly.

The City has progressively adopted higher
environmental standards, (the main

Niels Tarslov) in the 1960s) and is now aiming for 50% of
trips by 2015 as part of achieving a carbon

Inner ring, peak hour towards center neutral city by 2020. 22 authorities are now
o collaborating on promoting long -distance
—_— commuting (10-20 kilometres) on 26 routes,
=== Bicycles and mopeds ] .
30.000 with measures such as bridges over busy

roads, and turning main roads into streets

* && by taking space away fr
20000 brings human beings onto streets, and is
fundamentalt o ci ty | ife®.

25.000

15.000
Innovative ideas include planning the new

town of Orestad (which financed the metro)

as the 6five minute cit
close at hand, smart phone apps to get

0 ‘ guick reactions, O6green

H Q \J N el N o) O o . . . .
- A . traffic lights as there is safety in numbers,

Trips by bike have increased over forty years as investment has been 2N d 0ap precia tive desig
put into cycling (lllustration: Niels Tarslav) as easy as possible.

10.000

5.000 +

The benefits of cycling are endless. In Copenhagen, OWhen a person chooses to cycle - this is a gain for
society of DKK 1.22 per cycled kilometre. Conversely, society suffers a net loss of DKK 0.69 per kilometre
driven by car.6 Additionally, the net health impact is 4.72 DKK per KM or 1.7 billion DKK per year.



' Annually Investments in cycling

App. GPB 10 millions
App. GPB 18 per citizen

(NMlustration: Niels Tarslgv)





















