
Icknield Port Loop
The creation of a new waterside quarter

T
he development of Icknield Port 
Loop has been talked about for 
several years. A scheme was 
proposed in 2008 but fell foul of the 

recession. Following this the site’s owners, 
which include British Waterways, 
Birmingham City Council and The 
Homes and Communities Agency 
decided to bring forward an alternative 
scheme that reflects current market 
conditions. This new scheme will be 
submitted as a planning application later 
this year with a view to a development 
partner being appointed in 2012. 
However before that we want to know 
what do you think? 

The new plan is described in this leaflet. It includes 
around 1,000 new homes plus a hotel, workspace, 
shops a pub and a new community centre, all gath-
ered around a new neighbourhood park. The centre 
pages describe the plan. 

The area covered by the plan is shown on the back 
page of the leaflet. The northern part of the area is 
mostly vacant industrial land while land to the south 
includes the Ladywood Arts & Leisure Centre which 
is scheduled to close next year. The whole area is 
dominated by canals with the Mainline Canal to the 
north and the older Loop Canal making an island of 
the central area. 

The scheme differs from the previous proposal in 
concentrating more on family housing rather than 
flats and for this reason there are fewer units. The 
majority of the scheme is made up of family hous-
ing and there is also substantially more open space. 
The aim is to create a lively new neighbourhood 
linking Ladywood to the South to Soho in the north 
and providing a focus for both communities.  

We now need to know what you think and you 
will find details of how to respond on the back 
of this leaflet 

    



Main line canal 
The Main Line Canal 
frontage to be developed 
as a high quality waterfront 
including hard and soft 
landscaping, improving the 
towing path into the City.

New Bridges
The plan includes 
three new canal 
footbridges and
one new road  
bridge. 

Central park  
and community centre 
At the heart of the scheme 
is a new park including a 
play area and providing 
views of the canal and the
dam.

Ladywood Boulevard
The Middleway will  
have a tree-lined 
frontage with a service 
road allowing housing 
to face onto it.

Shop and hotel
The scheme includes a 
new small supermarket 
and a budget hotel on
the Middleway. 

EdgEbaston Reservoir
New footpaths will be  
created on the dam, 
making additional public
space and linking the 
scheme to the reservoir, 
which is used for a
range of water sports.

urban family housing
The central part of the site will be developed for a range of 
courtyard housing, with some like these pictured below in 
Amsterdam. 

Home zones
The layout has been 
designed so that most 
housing fronts onto  
traffic calmed home- 
zone streets. 

family housing 
The southern part of  
the site include a range of  
family housing. 

Mixed use area
The central part of the  
scheme includes a mix of 
workspace, leisure uses 
and apartments.  

Waterside uses
The Loop will be a 
hub of activity with
improved moorings, 
a pub, British 
Waterways Historic 
Working Boats and 
some watersports.



1,000 
                               Number of new homes

The equivalent of

football pitches  
of open space

400
New Jobs

£2M
To be spent on a new  

community/sports centre

1.5km
OF CANAL

For your chance to comment on the masterplan proposals 
please come along to the public consultation day on 
Saturday 1st October. You will be able to view an exhibition 
about the masterplan and the consultancy team and 
members of the council will be available to talk to. 

There will be a short presentation given by the consultancy 
team on the masterplan at 3pm. 

The exhibition and questionnaire is also available to view 
online at 
www.icknieldportloop.wordpress.com

For any enquiries please contact Grace at URBED on:
0161 200 5500 or grace@urbed.com

This is important. If you do not understand this document 
then please ask a friend or relative, who speaks English, to 
contact your local neighbourhood office or housing team 
on your behalf. We will then arrange for an interpreter to 
meet with you.

 Red line indicates proposed area for development

If you would like this leaflet in large print, Braille or 
audio CD please call Sharon Gayle on 0121 303 3074

Public Consultation: Saturday 1st October
10.30 - 4.30 at the Deaf Cultural centre, 

Ladywood Road

The Deaf Cultural Centre,  
Ladywood Road
Birmingham, B16 8SZ

0121 246 6100
www.deafculturalcentre.com
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